[A clinical investigation of new patients who had already received treatment with dental implants at other clinics in seventeen years].
The purpose of this study was to investigate new patients who had already received treatment with dental implants. The subjects were patients who visited the clinic for oral implants at Tokyo Medical and Dental University Hospital from April 1995 to March 2012. The results were as follows: 1) Of the total number of patients, there were 2,419 patients (14.0%) with dental implants. 2) Of the 2,419 patients, 252 patients (10.4%) had been referred from operating doctors or operating clinics. 3) There were 1,516 (62.7%) patients with complaints related to the implant therapy. 4) There were 1,367 (56.5%) patients who had ill feelings toward their attending doctors. 5) There were 1,112 (46.0%) patients with biological complications. 6) Regarding patients with or without a referral from the doctor who had performed their dental implant, those patients who had been referred showed significantly higher occurrence of loss of implants, neurological symptoms, doctor's recommendation, prosthetic problems, and surgical problems. Almost implant therapies were treated with other treatments for natural teeth, including surgical treatment, prosthetic treatment, periodontal treatment and maintenance. These were too complex to enable the results to be forecast before treatment, therefore unpredictable symptoms often occur in patients with implant therapy. Informed consent including patient education is important, but the results of this study suggest that it is insufficient at present.